BOOK    I.

OF

SIMPLE SUBSTANCES.

v _L 1*Y simple substances Is not meant what tSe ancient
philosophers called elements of bodies, or particles of
matter incapable of farther diminution or division,,
Definition. They signify merely bodies which have not been de-
compounded, and which no phenomenon hitherto ob-
served indicate to be compounds. Very possibly the
bodies which we reckon simple may be real compounds ;'
but till this lias actually been proved, we have no right
to suppose it. Were we acquainted with all the ele-
ments of bodies, and with all the combinations of whicfi
these elements are capable, the scierice of chemistry
would be as perfect as possible ; but at-present this is
very far from being the case.
Division.          The simple substances at present known amount fo
about 48, and naturally divide themselves into two
classes. The bodies belonging to the first class can
be confined in proper vessels, and of course exhibited,
in a separate state. Those which belong to the second
class are of two subtile a nature to be confined by any of
the vessels which we possess. They cannot, therefore,,
be esJiibited in a separate state * and their existence is'